	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  4

	Minutes of the meeting held at Grassington Town Hall on Tuesday, 27 May 2008.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, 
P Charlesworth, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster, C Lis (in the Chair), SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward, Mrs Y Peacock, Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts and 
W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	47/08
	MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY


The Chairman welcomed John Roberts to the meeting, a new appointee from Craven District Council who had replaced David Heather.  He also read a letter from David Heather who stated how much he had enjoyed his service as a member of the Authority.

(((((((((((
The Chairman stated that a number of papers had been tabled that morning, and he adjourned the meeting to give members time to read the various documents.

	48/08
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 March 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

	49/08
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


The Chairman informed the meeting that seven speakers had registered to make statements.  He did, however, intend to relax the Authority’s procedure (which limited ‘Public Speaking to 15 minutes) to allow all seven to address the meeting.

Set out below is a summary of the comments made – several Speakers provided copies of their statements and these were circulated at the meeting:

John Bennett (a resident of Linton): 

· The thought behind the original bequest of land in 1967 to Skipton RDC had been to secure a permanent car park to enable the elderly and infirm to have easy access into the workplace and business centre of Grassington.

· Research showed that the majority of users of the Car Park were over 40 years of age – the senior members of the community’

· The future of Wood Lane went to the heart of the Authority’s policies – supporting communities within the Park as well as visitors

· The Authority has the power to give the site back to the people of Grassington – in the same spirit of the original bequest.

· The site should be part of developing and implementing sympathetic traffic management schemes – part of the National Park Management Plan.

Miss Kate Rhodes (a resident of Grassington):

· Has used the car park for over 25 years

· The car park is generally well utilised, with a rapid turnover of vehicles by users of local services

· Grassington has a range of shops and services which need the support of residents of Grassington and the outlying villages.

· The car park at Colvend does not provide a practical option for many.

Jack Sutcliffe (Chairman of Long Ashes Park Residents’ Association):

· The car park provides an amenity essential to the viability of the community.

· 128 residential homes, the majority of which are occupied by elderly residents who either drive or are driven into Grassington.

· Wood Lane is close to shops and services – the Colvend car park is too far for many to walk, particularly with heavy shopping.

· Alternative would be to go to Skipton – not commensurate with Authority’s ‘green’ credentials.

· Closure of the car park would adversely affect the viability of businesses in Grassington.

Robert Charlton (Vice-Chairman of Grassington Parish Council):

· The Parish Council had commissioned a survey of useage the outcomes of which were fundamental to the argument of retaining the car park for its original purpose.

· The outcomes showed that the car park provided an amenity for residents of Grassington and the outlying villages that they could not afford to lose.

John Clark (resident of Burnsall):

· The survey had attracted over 460 signatures.

· Strongly supported the provision of housing built to accommodate first-time buyers and those with modest incomes – but as only one house in this scheme would be affordable the point is hardly relevant.

· Great anger over the proposed scheme, not least due to the level of secrecy surrounding it.

· An unelected body apparently ignoring the wishes of the people whose interests they are there to protect.

· Potential result would be increased travel to other towns.

· Could adversely impact on trades-people.

· Wood Lane is as secure as possible, ideal for elderly, infirm and mothers with young children.

· Suggested that if Government housing targets had anything to do with the plan then Government targets in other areas had proved to be deeply unpopular.
· The land had been left to the village and Skipton RDC had paid £1 for it – it should be retained for the good of the community.
Martin Fretwell (Chair of Grassington Chamber of Trade):

· Representing 41 members of Chamber of Trade - seriously concerned about Park’s intention to change use of site to provide housing.

· Village already has serious parking problem – affects not only residents but elderly and disabled who need to use business facilities of the village.

· Testimony from many villagers who use Wood Lane on regular basis to facilitate visits to Grassington to shop – Colvend is too far removed.

· Loss of Wood Lane would seriously deprive many of opportunity to visit and effect business in Grassington, have adverse effect on business of members and add significantly to parking crisis in village.

· Chamber accepts Authority need to review property portfolio - should be done without creating further social and amenity problems for residents and businesses.

· Supports sale or lease of site to Parish Council  and regrets this offer was withdrawn.

Michael Rooze (on behalf of local shopkeepers):

· The issue is about the use of facilities.

· Grassington is not isolated – it is the centre of the community for many outlying villages, providing services not available elsewhere.

· Other parking is not practicable to provide the needed facilities.

· The car park is one element in maintaining a sustainable economic community.

· If the site is an asset that the National Park Authority does not want – the Parish Council does.

(((((((((((
The Chairman thanked all the Speakers for their contributions.
	50/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


None.

	51/08
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


Messrs Blackie, Butcher, Roberts and Mrs S Marshall all stated that they had been lobbied on the issue of the future of Wood Lane Car Park, Grassington.

	52/08
	WOOD LANE CAR PARK, GRASSINGTON


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

The Chief Executive congratulated members on recognizing the difficulty and importance of the issue and bringing the meeting to the community most affected.  He questioned whether his report should have contained a firm recommendation for members, adding that, if that had been the case then, based on existing policy, he would undoubtedly have been recommending that the site be given up for the provision of local needs/affordable housing for local people.

He drew members’ attention to Appendix 4 of his report which summarized the issues raised in correspondence received by the Authority.  He stated that some of the views distracted from very valid points made by local residents and acknowledged that weight could be given to retaining the site as a car park.

He suggested that the judgement for members was whether that strength of feeling was representative of the communities and reminded members that, for the past seven years THE issue had been affordable housing.

The Chairman of the Authority’s Finance and Resources Committee stated that, contrary to some of the public perception, members had not previously made any decision other than to confirm, as an Authority, that it had no further use for the site.  Further to that decision there were two alternatives, either for the land to be used for housing or for the Authority to negotiate with Grassington Town Council who wished the site to remain as a car park.  She suggested that both alternatives could contribute to the social and economic well-being of the area and members would need to decide which would contribute most.

In discussing the matter at great length, members raised a number of issues, including:

· commenting that the exceptional public turn-out for the meeting showed how important the issue was locally

· accepting that it was appropriate for the Authority to review its property portfolio

· the car park contributed to the economic viability of the town and was used by many national park residents

· highlighting the choice for members between the possibility of up to two affordable houses on the site or enabling shops and services to continue to be available for residents of affordable and other housing from Grassington and its hinterland

· pointing out that shops and services were needed in a sustainable community to serve occupants of affordable housing

· the Authority had a moral duty to hand over the site to the local community for it to use as the local community wanted

· congratulating the public speakers on their contributions

· reminding the meeting that the surrounding villages did not have many of the services still available in Grassington which were a lifeline to the elderly

· the Authority only owned the site by default – it should have been handed back to the people of Grassington when the Rural District Council had been abolished

· the original gift had been to the people of Grassington – it was only appropriate that they should now have a say in its future use

· the correct use of the site was as a car park and for that to be managed locally either through lease or sale

· the issues being debated seemed to be affordable housing versus car parking – both were needed

· fully supported affordable housing but in this case accepted the view that the site should be handed back to the local community

· there were no comments from the District Council and some concern at the possible management of the site

· accepted that the site did not fulfil national park purposes but questioned whether the Parish Council had a business plan for its management of the site.

RESOLVED –
That the Authority enters into discussion with Grassington Parish Council to consider options for transferring ownership and responsibility for the maintenance of the site at Wood Lane to the Parish Council, a report on the outcome of those discussions to come back to the Authority.

	53/08
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman of the Authority, who added that he had completed the appraisal of the Chief Executive and members would be circulated with details of the targets set for the Chief Executive for 2008/09.

RESOLVED –
That the report and further comment be noted.

	54/08
	MEMBER CHAMPION’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – a report, from the Member Champion (MC) for Promoting Understanding, on Tourism Support in the Yorkshire Dales – produced to brief members on the work of the Yorkshire Dales and Harrogate Tourism Partnership and on regional developments in providing support to the tourism sector.  Some concern was expressed about the effectiveness of the Partnership, although it was pointed out that work was underway to address those deficiencies.

Other issues were raised by MCs including:

· a report from the MC for Conservation of Cultural Heritage stating that he had recently attended an outstanding event in Grassington run by the Authority’s Senior Conservation Archaeologist; and

· the MC for Recreation Management reported on the outstanding contribution to the Authority’s work from the Dales Volunteers, and congratulated staff on the work that had resulted in the Authority being the 1st national park to use powers to restrict the use of Green Lanes using traffic regulation orders.

RESOLVED –
That the report and further comments be noted.

	55/08
	DRAFT STATEMENT OF FINAL ACCOUNTS (SOFA) 2007/08


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the Draft Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year Ended 31 March 2008 be approved;

(b)
the approved accounts be signed by the Chairman of the Authority; and

(c)
the Annual Governance Statement be signed by the Chairman of the Authority.

	56/08
	REVIEW OF MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES 2008/09


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report be noted;

(b)
the recommendations from Local Government Yorkshire and Humber set out in the report attached as Appendix 1 to the report of the Secretariat Officer be adopted (with rates of allowances rounded to the nearest £), subject to it being noted that the Finance and Resources Committee will be giving further consideration to members’ IT issues; 

(c)
the revised rates of Basic, Special Responsibility and Co-optee’s Allowances paid to members of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority for 2008/09 be applied with effect from 1 April 2008, and 

(d) the Scheme of Members’ Allowances for the Authority be amended in accordance with the above decisions and be re-published.

	57/08
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive, together with the addendum to his report, circulated at the meeting, in respect of membership of the Authority.

In response to a number of issues raised by members the Chief Executive stated that:

· together with J Blackie he had met Richard Flinton, the new Assistant Chief Executive at North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and agreed that the withdrawal of funding from NYCC in respect of the future management of the DCM collection would be re-considered, although, in the longer term this was likely to be phased out.  He added however that the funding for capital works at the Museum had been conditional on the Authority’s retention of the collection.  Agreement had been reached over a contribution of £50k from NYCC to the Authority for rights of way work

· in addition to the retirement of Phil Brown (Policy and Liaison Officer), Joyce Whitely (Contracts Manager) had also retired and Gareth Evans (Pennine Bridleway Project Officer) had left the Authority

· there would be no progress on the long awaited National Parks’ Circular until the issue of the possible designation of the South Downs as a national park had been finalised.

The Chairman referred to a number of training events that had recently been arranged and expressed disappointment at the low attendance by members.  He pointed out that staff committed a significant amount of time and effort into the organisation of these and similar events for members.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) the report, addendum and comments be noted;

(b) the Chief Executive write to Phil Brown, Joyce Whitely and Gareth Evans expressing the thanks of members for their work during their time with the Authority;

(c) the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Authority together with Messrs Blackie and Dalton, Dr Petyt and Mrs Peacock represent the Authority at the ANPA Conference 2008, attendance to be an approved duty;

(d) SHK Butcher replace C Hammond as the Authority’s representative on the Grassington Moor Management Association; and

(e) JK Roberts replace D Heather on the Planning and Audit and Review Committees.

	58/08
	END OF YEAR PROGRESS REPORT ON 2007/08 OBJECTIVES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy.

The Head of Conservation and Policy, in response to a member’s question stated that he would enquire from the Millennium Trust and advise members of the follow-up processes the Trust employed for assessing the success of Sustainable Development Fund projects.
RESOLVED -

That subject to the Head of Conservation and Policy’s further comments, the Authority’s overall performance in relation to its objectives in 2007/08 be noted.

	59/08
	FINAL ACTION PLAN 2008/09


CONSIDERED – report of the Head of Conservation and Policy.

RESOLVED -

That the Authority’s Best Value Action Plan for 2008/09 be approved as the basis for quarterly monitoring by the Audit and Review Committee.
	60/08
	DALES COUNTRYSIDE MUSEUM UPDATE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of External Affairs.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.
	61/08
	EXTENDING PLANNING CONTROL TO SECOND HOME USE


[J Blackie declared a personal interest in this item as the owner of a holiday cottage business in Hawes; Mrs A Brooks declared a personal interest as a former owner of a second home in the National Park; P Charlesworth declared a personal interest as the owner of a second home in the National Park.]

CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.

Members, whilst being generally supportive of the possibility of extending planning controls to control the creation of second homes, raised a number of issues, including:

· questioning how any regulations would be enforced and the legality of any proposals
· accepting that part-occupied properties were a problem and affected the vibrancy and vitality of communities
· encouragement should be provided for second homes to be rented out

· previous attempts to address the ‘problem’ had been tried before

· care should be taken with any proposals that they did not damage the holiday cottage industry
· concern that any restrictions would be an infringement of personal freedom to buy and/or sell a property to anyone

· suggesting that the real problem was the discrepancy between income levels of the Dales and the second home owners
· concern that a change of the magnitude proposed could significantly impact on the property market
· a reminder that the Authority had tried previously without success to control matters through a ‘Principle Residence’ requirement in its 1st Local Plan
· many local people as owners of  2nd homes would be penalised
· it was a worrying time to be bringing forward proposals of this sort
· an alternative means of control may be possible through taxation (Council Tax)
· worth some consideration to see if a scheme can be devised that will bring more properties onto the market
· second home owners do support the local economy and community 
· for generations the local housing market has been unrestricted - the market should be allowed to find its own level
· there is a distinction between underused second homes and self-catering holiday property which offers higher occupancy and contributes more to the local economy
· difficult to formulate a definitive policy without seeing some further detailed analysis
· the main issue was one of incomes versus house prices
· concerns of interference in the housing market were not valid – the current planning system already controlled matters 
RESOLVED –

That the English National Parks Authorities Association be advised that the Authority, in principle, supports the possibility of controlling the creation of second homes either by extending the planning system, by taxation or by other means.
	62/08
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer.

RESOLVED –

That the report be noted.

	63/08
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11 March and 8 April 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11 March and 8 April 2008 be received.

	64/08
	ACCESS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the revised version (circulated at the meeting) of the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 17 April 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the revised version (circulated at the meeting) of the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 17 April 2008 be received.
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