	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  1

	Minutes of the meeting held at The National Park Office, Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday, 31 March 2009.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, RA Bird, J Blackie, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, P Charlesworth, A Colley, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster (in the Chair), C Lis, SR Macaré, Mrs D Millward, Mrs Y Peacock, Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts, S Shaw-Wright and W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	21/09
	MEMBERS


The Chairman reminded members that today was Deborah Millward’s last day as a member of the Authority after serving as a Secretary of State appointee for 10 years.  On behalf of the members and officers he thanked her for her work on the Authority.

He reported that Adam Barker, who was present as an observer, had been appointed to succeed Deborah.
	22/09
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the public minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2009, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, subject to C Armitage, W Fenten and Mrs S Marshall being deleted from the attendance list.
	23/09
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	24/09
	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED –

That the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Item No 15 on the agenda on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

	25/09
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mrs A Brooks, G Dalton and Mrs S Marshall. 
	26/09
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


None.
	27/09
	TREASURY MANAGEMENT AND THE PRUDENTIAL CODE FOR CAPITAL FINANCE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Senior Finance Officer with appended report of the Treasurer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) the Annual Treasury Management Strategy for 2009/10 as detailed in Appendix A of the Treasurer’s report, including the Prudential Indicators set out in Section 3, and the Minimum Revenue Provision policy set out in Section 9 of that Strategy, be approved;

(b) the Annual Investment Strategy agreed by the County Council for 2009/10 be adopted;

(c) the affordable borrowing limit of £445k for 2009/10 be approved, under section 3(i) of the Local Government Act 2003 as set out in Paragraph 3(iv) of Appendix A;

(d) the delegation to the Treasurer, as agreed in previous years, be confirmed for the following matters:-

(i)
Any need to effect changes between the separate agreed limits for borrowing and other long term liabilities (such as finance leases) in accordance with option appraisal, value for money or other relevant factors.  This applies to the Prudential Indicators in paragraph 3(iv) and 3(v) of Appendix A.

(ii)
Decisions to borrow from the PWLB and money markets at the most advantageous rate, as set out in Paragraph 5.6 of Appendix A.

	28/09
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chairman.  
He updated his report by adding that 
· Mr Alderson had also attended the opening of the Dales Bike Centre in Fremington; and 
· he had been unable to represent the Authority at Sir Martin Doughty’s funeral due to train delays
RESOLVED –
That the updated report be noted.

	29/09
	MEMBER CHAMPION FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report of the Member Champion (MC) for Forward Planning and a report, circulated at the meeting, from the MC for Corporate Management.
The MC for Forward Planning congratulated officers for their work and reported that 118 sites had been put forward as a result of the ‘Call for Sites’.  Whilst each site would be looked at individually, she accepted that not all would be acceptable.  In response to a member’s question she stated that the Housing Working Group was currently concentrating its work on looking at new development sites and possible barn conversion sites would be considered in due course.

In response to an enquiry by the Member Champion for Recreation Management it was confirmed that Ian Mann, the Area Ranger for Upper Wharfedale had been appointed to a 12 month secondment with ENPAA to work on climate change.

RESOLVED –

That the reports and further comments be noted.

	30/09
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive, which he updated by stating that his reported meetings with the editor of the Darlington and Stockton Times and Barbara Follett, Minister of State, had not taken place.
In response to members’ questions the Chief Executive stated that:
· further to the Authority’s instruction from the last meeting, there was no willingness from ENPAA to lobby for the revision of legislation in respect of the definition of static caravans.  He would, however, discus the matter further with the Head of Planning at the North York Moors National Park Authority, who a member suggested had commented at the last ANPA Conference that had similar concerns;
· he stated that Defra had notified the Authority of the availability of further funding for National Park Authorities - £25,000 for each Park to spend on celebrations for the 60th anniversary of the 1949 National Park Act, and £5million from which Authorities could bid to fund the creation of ‘green jobs’;
· discussions were ongoing with Defra in respect of national park budgets from 2010 onwards; 
· the Authority would continue to liaise with the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT);
· no further information was available of the issue of direct elections, but once any news was available he would inform members accordingly and, if necessary, take up the issue of the selection process for Parish Council appointees.
Members welcomed the news about discussions between the Authority and Natural England about providing additional assistance to the delivery of funding through agri-environment schemes within the National Park.  

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report and the appointment of Adam Barker to succeed Deborah Millward as a Secretary of State appointee on the Authority be noted;
(b)
further to the retirement of Deborah Millward –

· Adam Barker be appointed as a member of both the Access and the Finance and Resources Committees and also as 2nd substitute member of the Planning Committee;

· Andrew Colley be appointed as Member Champion for Conservation of the Natural Environment and represent the Authority on the Biodiversity Forum and the Dales Woodland Group;
the above appointments to run until reviewed by the Authority at the annual meeting in July; and
(c)
the Scheme of Members’ Allowances, as adopted in May 2008, be amended to require members to retain for six years receipts for the purchase of fuel and, as amended, the Scheme be adopted for the financial year 2009/10.
[P Charlesworth declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item insofar as mention was made of YDMT, being Chairman of the Trust.]

	31/09
	ACTION PLAN 2009/10


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Conservation and Policy.
In response to a number of comments from members, the Head of Conservation and Policy stated that:

· consideration would be given to including a reference to the ‘priority given to each Objective/Action in future versions of the report;
· training on the historic environment record could be added to the training session to be arranged on listed buildings;
· the scope of Action 5 to “Determine the extent of invasive species and pest problems across the National Park and develop a strategy for their management” had not yet been decided;
· consideration be given to the possibility of an ‘action’ in respect of possible research into the value of woodland ‘belts’ adjacent to housing development;
· the appropriateness of Objective 13(b) should be re-considered;
· consideration be given to the implementation within the National Park of a Highways Design Guide, based on the North Pennines model;

RESOLVED –

That the report and comments made at the meeting be noted and

(a)
the draft Action Plan for 2009/10; and

(b)
the revised objectives for the Definitive Map and the Go Dales projects
be approved.

[Mrs D Millward declared a personal non- prejudicial interest in the item as a result of her involvement in hydro-power projects (page 13), ‘green lanes’ (page 5) and the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Yorkshire Dales Road Verges project;  JK Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest as a resident and District Councillor insofar as the item referred in Objective 17 (Target 135) to Hydro-power which could have implications in Kettlewell;  Messrs Charlesworth, Lis and Macaré being members of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT) each declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in the item insofar as the report referred to the Trust.]

	32/09
	CREATING STRONG, SAFE AND PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

RESOLVED -

That:

(a) the introduction of the statutory guidance on Creating Strong, Safe & Prosperous Communities be noted, and 

(b) the Deputy Chief Executive and Member Champion for Corporate Management be authorised to investigate whether the Authority should consider working toward the Customer Service Excellence Standard, and bring a further report back to the Authority.

	33/09
	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY REGIONAL REPRESENTATION AND THE SUB-NATIONAL REVIEW


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

RESOLVED -

That the report be noted and

(a) it be agreed that the Authority should join Local Government Yorkshire and Humber as a full member and seek appropriate places for Members and Officers to be involved; and

(b) Members be updated on regional and sub-regional developments as they emerge.  

	34/09
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer, together with a report, circulated at the meeting, from the Member Champion for Conservation of the Natural Environment.

Further to paragraph 1 of the report, the Deputy Chairman reported orally that:

· the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly meeting had centred around the consideration of the budget; and

· at the Rural Affairs Forum there had been a presentation from ‘Business Link’, the government-funded service providing information and advice for businesses on issues such as VAT and environmental laws through to employing people and keeping customers and heard of some ‘local’ success stories including from the owner of ‘Mulberry Bush’ in Hawes;  the Forum also considered progress on “A Rural Manifesto for Yorkshire and Humber” – the document which will set out what the rural contribution to the new Sub-National Review regional structure will be; and the Audit Commission explained the Comprehensive Area Assessment process of monitoring how well local public services are delivered in rural areas.
RESOLVED -

That the reports and oral updates be noted.

	35/09
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 January and 10 February 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 January and 10 February 2009 be received.

	36/09
	ACCESS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 15 January 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Access Committee held on 15 January 2009 be received.

	37/09
	FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 6 February 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 6 February 2009 be received.


	38/09
	AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 13 February 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 13 February 2009 be received.


	39/09
	STANDARDS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 26 February 2009.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 26 February 2009 be received.


	The remainder of business was considered in private.


	40/09
	PRIVATE MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Private Minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2009, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
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